
 1 

WARBOYS PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Warboys Parish Council held on 12th December 2016 at the 

Parish Centre, Warboys. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell, Chairman. 

 

Councillors Ms H A Backhouse, Mrs J M Cole, R J Dykstra, D W England, Ms L A 

Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, J A Parker, R A Payne, Mrs J E Tavener, G C M Willis, Dr S 

C Withams and Mrs A R Wyatt. 

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

 

County Councillor M R Tew. 

District Councillor P L E Bucknell. 

 

 

153/16 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Chairman thanked all of the Members and employees of the Council for their hard 

work over the past year and for the progress that had been achieved.  She also thanked a 

number of Members and the Clerk for having attended meetings and events over the past 

month and for attending surgeries on Saturday mornings on alternate weeks in the 

Library. 

 

The Chairman commented on the large number of members of the public who were in 

attendance at the meeting which she welcomed as an indication of people showing an 

interest in Council business and the scale of subjects dealt with by the Council. 

 

Finally the Chairman wished everyone present a Happy Christmas and extended her best 

wishes for 2017. 

     

 

154/16 MINUTES 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Parker and seconded by Councillor Mrs Harlock, the 

Minutes of the meeting held on 14th November 2016 were approved as a correct record 

and signed by the Chairman. 

 

 

155/16 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 

Councillor Ms Backhouse declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in Minute No. 170/16 

(Hallgate Allotments) as she was an allotment tenant but had previously received a 

dispensation to speak but not vote on matters affecting the allotments. 

 

Councillor England declared a similar interest in Minute No. 161/16 (Tree Inspection) as 

he was the tenant of land adjoining Adams Lyons playground. 
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156/16 MATTERS ARISING 

 

The Council considered the following matters arising from the meeting held on 14th 

November 2016:- 

 

(a) Christmas Lighting 

 

Further to Minute No. 136/16(a), the Clerk reported that the Council’s insurers 

had advised that unless the Christmas lighting inventory was itemised with 

individual valuations, only an average value would be applied to each item in the 

event of a claim.  However the Jubilee crown was insured separately.  Under the 

circumstances, the Clerk advised that he had referred the matter to the Lighting 

Group again for them to decide whether to attach valuations to the inventory. 

 

(b) Asset of Community Value – White Hart Public House  

 

Further to Minute No. 136/16(b), Members were advised that the outcome of the 

application to the District Council for the registration of the White Hart public 

house as an asset of community value was likely to be known before the next 

meeting of the Council. 

 

(c)  Defibrillator 

 

Further to Minute No. 136/16(d), the Clerk reported that the defibrillator funded 

by the 55 Plus Group had been received recently and arrangements would now be 

made for it to be installed at Wards of Warboys.  As there had been a very poor 

response to the article in the diary inviting people to register for the training 

session on its use, Members and those present at the meeting were asked to 

encourage the public to register with the Clerk if they were interested in helping. 

 

(d) Monthly Surgeries 

 

Further to Minute No. 136/16(i), Members were advised that an item would be 

included on the agenda for the next meeting to enable the Council to review the 

trial of surgeries at the Library on Saturday mornings to decide whether to 

continue with them after the end of January. 

 

(e) Closure of Station Road Footpath 

 

Further to Minute No. 136/16(j), the Clerk reported that he had been informed by 

the County Council’s Highways Supervisor that he would be liaising with David 

Wilson Homes about the amount of mud being deposited on nearby roads from 

vehicles leaving the building site at Station Road. 
 

(f) Electoral Cycle 

 

Further to Minute No. 141/16, the Clerk reported that the District Council had 

suggested a further variation to the Parish Council’s electoral cycle to enable the 

latter to fall into line with the District Council’s change to all-out elections with 

effect from 2018.  The District Council had suggested that the current Members 
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serve until 2020 and then hold an election for a term of 2 years, followed by 

another election in 2022 and every 4 years thereafter. 

 

Members reiterated their previous view that they preferred an extension of the 

current term of office until 2022, followed by elections every 4 years thereafter 

but that if that was not possible, another election be held in 2018. 

 

(g) Winter Gritting 

 

Arising from Minute No. 142/16, County Councillor Tew advised Members that 

the County Council would be considering the reinstatement of the 2016/17 winter 

gritting regime at a meeting on the following day. 

 

(h) Warboys Archaeological Project 

 

Further to Minute No. 143/16 and in response to a question by Councillor Dr 

Withams, the Clerk reported that he had yet to be able to ascertain whether the 

archaeological report undertaken at the David Wilson Home development at 

Station Road had been made public. 

 

 

157/16 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 14th 

November 2016 be received. 

 

 

158/16 FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

 

The Clerk pointed out that the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General 

Purposes Committee held on 15th November 2016 contained several recommendations 

for the Council to consider.  The recommendations in Minute No. 09/16 would be dealt 

with in accordance with the item on the Parish Council Budget for 2017/18 later in the 

meeting but the remainder required approval by the Council. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 

held on 15th November 2016 be received and the recommendations contained in 

Minute No. 08/16 approved. 

 

 

159/16 VACANCY 

 

Members were informed that Mr J C Price had not attended a meeting for 6 consecutive 

months and in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 was no 

longer a member of the Council. 
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The Council therefore was required to declare the vacancy.  The Clerk explained that the 

District Council would supply the necessary notice to be posted and if 10 electors asked 

for there to be an election, the formal process would commence to invite nominations.  If 

there was only one nomination, the person would be elected unopposed.  If there were 2 

or more nominations, an election would be held, the cost of which would have to be met 

by the Parish Council.  However if 10 electors did not ask for an election, the Council 

could co-opt to fill the vacancy and notices would be posted inviting expressions of 

interest. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that a vacancy be declared as a result of Mr J C Price no longer being a member 

of the Council. 

 

 

160/16 POLICE REPORT 

 

The Clerk reported that there had been 17 crimes recorded on the Cambridgeshire 

Constabulary website for the Ward of Warboys and Bury which also included Wistow.  

These comprised 2 dwelling burglaries, 2 non-dwelling burglaries, 3 cases of criminal 

damage, 3 drugs offences, 1 theft, 2 vehicle crimes and 4 violent crimes.  In addition 

there had been 8 reports of anti-social behaviour. 

 

 

161/16 TREE INSPECTION 

 

(Having declared an interest in the following matter in Minute No. 155/16, Councillor 

England left the room for the duration of the discussion and voting thereon.) 

 

Further to Minute No. 09/16 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, the Clerk 

reported on the updated quotation for the survey of trees at Adam Lyons playground and 

Jubilee Park.  The original quotation from Andrew Belson, Arboricultural Consultant, for 

Adams Lyons had been £450 plus VAT which had been accepted by the Committee.  As 

the amended quote had been £580 plus VAT for the addition of Jubilee Park, the Clerk 

reported that he had accepted the quotation and that the inspection should have taken 

place in the previous week. 

 

Under the circumstances, it was  

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that the action taken by the Clerk be endorsed. 

 

 

162/16 TRAINING 

 

Members considered an invitation from Wistow Parish Council for Members to attend a 

three session general training course for councillors in February that had been arranged 

with the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Association of Local Councils at a cost of £35 

per head. 
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RESOLVED 

 

that Councillors Ms Backhouse, Mrs Bucknell and Dr Withams be authorised to 

attend the training. 

 

 

163/16 ATTENDANCE AT OTHER PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 

The Clerk reported upon an invitation from Bury Parish Council for the Parish Councils 

of Warboys, Wistow and Upwood & The Raveleys to be represented at each other’s 

monthly meetings to share information and discuss issues of mutual concern.  Members 

were informed that Upwood & The Raveleys Parish Council already had agreed to the 

suggestion and had extended a similar invitation for other councils to be represented at 

their monthly meetings. 

  

Members were of the opinion that, bearing in mind existing commitments, it would be 

difficult to be represented at meetings of other parish councils on a regular monthly basis.  

Reference was also made to the quarterly meetings of neighbouring parish councils that 

were arranged by County Councillor Tew and at which the Council was represented by 

Councillors Mrs Harlock and Mrs Wyatt which it was suggested was a more practical 

arrangement.  

 

Under the circumstances, Members  

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that the invitation be declined.  

 

 

164/16  PATHFINDER MARCH 2017 

 

Further to Minute No. 145/16, Councillor Mrs Tavener reported that she had consulted 

the licensee of the Royal Oak about the possibility of providing some form of celebration 

for the twentieth anniversary of the Pathfinder March on 17th June 2017.  Members were 

informed that the licensee was willing to permit the use of the car park for a band 

performance but Councillor Mrs Tavener was asked to speak to him again about the 

possibility of the public house providing a barbeque while the walkers were passing 

through on the march. 

 

Under the circumstances, the matter was deferred again until the next meeting. 

 

 

165/16 HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL ELECTORAL 

ARRANGEMENTS 

 

Further to Minute No. 47/16, the Clerk reported that the final recommendations of the 

Local Government Boundary Commission with regard to the electoral arrangements of 

Huntingdonshire District Council had now been published.   

 

Subject to parliamentary approval, the parish of Warboys would be included with effect 

from 2018 in a new Warboys and Upwood Ward which would comprise Warboys, 
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Upwood and the Raveleys, Wistow, Broughton, Old Hurst, Woodhurst and Pidley cum 

Fenton Parishes.  

 

 

166/16 POLLING DISTRICT REVIEW 

 

The Clerk reported that the District Council had to review their polling districts and 

polling stations every 4 years and had invited comments on the latest proposals.  As no 

changes were being proposed to Warboys which would retain two polling districts of 

Warboys and Warboys Fen and elections continuing to be held at the Parish Centre, it 

was  

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the retention of the present arrangements in the Polling Districts and Polling 

Places review for Warboys be supported. 

 

 

167/16 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF WYTON AIRFIELD 

 

Further to Minute No. 127/16, the Chairman reported that, together with Councillors 

Dykstra, Mrs Harlock and Dr Withams, she had attended a meeting on 28th November 

with regard to the proposed development of Wyton Airfield.  Members were advised that 

the District Council were now envisaging the construction of 4,500 dwellings at the 

airfield as opposed to 3,750 in Stage III of the Huntingdonshire Local Plan including 

housing development on the land proposed for employment generation. 

 

Members were also apprised of the content of a letter from Curtin & Co who were acting 

for the Ministry of Defence and the prospective developers, Crest Nicholson.  The 

development was now being referred to as a ‘garden village’ and various modelling of 

highway options was being undertaken to try to address the concerns raised about the 

impact of the development on the local highway network.  It was anticipated that the 

latter would be complete by early 2017 to enable a planning application to be submitted 

later in the year. 

 

 

168/16  LAND WEST OF STATION ROAD 

 

(Councillor Mrs Cole declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in the following matter as 

she owned land adjoining the site in question.  She left the room for the duration of the 

discussion on the item.) 

 

Further to Minute No. 136/16(o) and a meeting with representatives of Gladman 
Developments Ltd on 15th November 2016 with regard to their proposal to develop 

additional land west of Station Road, Members were informed that a planning application 

had now been submitted for outline permission to develop the site for 80 dwellings.  An 

extension of time had been allowed by the District Council to enable the Planning 

Committee to comment on the application at their next meeting on 9th January. 

 

In their response to the discussions with the Council, Gladman had advised that they did 

not consider that a public exhibition of their proposals was necessary having regard to the 
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size of the development and they felt that they had consulted with sufficient properties on 

the application.  They had reiterated their offer however to investigate community 

benefits from the scheme, subject to compliance with community infrastructure 

regulations requirements, and had indicated that they would welcome the Parish 

Council’s views on a contribution to assist in the development of a replacement Parish 

Centre.  Members agreed to consider the latter in the context of their consideration of the 

planning application at their next meeting. 

 

(District Councillor Bucknell arrived in the meeting at this point in the proceedings.) 

 

169/16 PLANNING SOFTWARE SYSTEM 

 

Having considered a quotation from EDGE IT Systems Ltd. for the renewal of the 

contract with them for the planning software system used by the Council, Members 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that a new 5 year contract be entered into with the company at a cost of £134 plus 

VAT per annum. 

 

 

170/16 HALLGATE ALLOTMENTS – CONDITIONS FOR THE ERECTION OF 

SHEDS ETC.  

 

Arising from Minute No. 06/16 of the Allotments Committee, the Clerk submitted a 

report (copies of which had been circulated) containing suggested conditions for the 

erection of sheds etc. at Hallgate Allotments.  The contents of the report had been 

endorsed by the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Allotments Committee and 

Councillor Dr Withams, the Council’s representatives appointed to meet Allotments 

Association representatives biannually. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that consideration of the report be deferred, pending a further liaison meeting with 

representatives of the Allotments Association on its contents. 

 

 

171/16 PARISH COUNCIL BUDGET 2017/18 

 

Members considered the recommendations of the Finance and General Purposes 

Committee arising from its meeting held on 15th November 2016 (Minute No. 09/16 

refers) in relation to the budget and precept for 2017/18.  Copies of the proposed budget 

which incorporated the recommendations of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee had been circulated to all Members.   

 

Members were informed that information subsequently had become available on the 

probable Council Tax base for Warboys in 2017/18 which was likely to rise to 1,368 

from 1,327.  As a result the Clerk pointed out that the precept of £99,150 recommended 

by the Finance and General Purposes Committee would require a Band D council tax of 

£72.48 rather than £74.71 as envisaged, a decrease of 1% compared with the current 

Band D equivalent. 
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Bearing in mind the scale of development taking place in the village and the additional 

costs that were likely to arise therefrom, Members were of the opinion that the Band D 

equivalent of £74.71 which represented a 2% increase should be retained which, with the 

proposed tax base, would generate a precept request of £102,200.     

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that the budget submitted be approved, subject to a reduction in the 

Section 106 contribution to play equipment to £7,000;  

 

(b) that the Council Tax precept be set at £102,200 for 2017/18, representing a 

Band D increase of 2%. 

 

 

172/16 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

The Clerk reported that the following items of correspondence had been received since 

the previous meeting and indicated that he would arrange for them to be circulated to 

Members for information:- 

 

(a) War Memorials Trust  

 

 Bulletin issued November 2016 

 

(b) Field Work 

 

 Winter 2016 edition issued by CPRE 

 

(c) Countryside Voice 

 

 Winter 2016 edition issued by CPRE 

 

 

173/16 OPEN FORUM 

 

The Clerk reported on the matters raised at the Open Forum following the previous 

meeting of the Council.  A resident had suggested better traffic management for the 

Remembrance Sunday road closure which would be addressed in advance of the service 

in 2017.  The Chairman also reported that it had come to her attention that the British 

Legion had issued a newsletter on local Remembrance Sunday services in November and 

that she had been advised that the service at Warboys had the second highest attendance.  

However while the newsletter had contained photographs of other services, none had 

been included for Warboys and she proposed that arrangements be made for photos to be 
taken of the event in Warboys in future years.  

 

The resident had claimed that his name had not been included on the Register of Electors 

when collecting his free bag of soil improver from the Council but the Clerk confirmed 

that his name had been included on the new register that had recently been issued.  The 

resident also had queried whether there would be as many articles about Warboys in the 

current month’s local papers as in the previous month’s editions. 
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The resident had also suggested the establishment of a yearly calendar of events in 

Warboys and, at the invitation of the Chairman, he informed Members that he had met 

the Secretary of the Community Association on the subject which might result in a 

positive outcome.  

 

 

174/16 ACCOUNTS 

 

(Councillors Mrs Bucknell and Willis declared non-statutory disclosable interests in the 

payment to Merlin Lighting (Installations) Ltd. but had received dispensations previously 

to speak but not vote on matters concerned with the Christmas Lighting group.  They 

therefore did not vote on the payment of this account.) 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Dr Withams and seconded by Councillor Payne, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 (a) that the following accounts be approved:- 

                  £ 

 

M J Buddle  Salary – November 2016                 1,085.31     

                                       

W E Batterbee  Salary – November 2016    970.92 

                                           

R Edwards  Salary – November 2016    346.00 

      

R Reeves  Salary – November 2016    968.53 

 

A A Clasper  Salary – November 2016    576.36 

                      

Post Office Ltd. Tax & NIC – November 2016            1,258.95         

                                                     

E.ON   Electricity supply - Parish Centre      88.00 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

E.ON   Gas supply - Parish Centre        60.55 

    

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

R Reeves  Reimbursement – purchase of ink       47.50 

   (Timebank) 

 

R Reeves  Reimbursement – phone calls      56.34 
 

M J Buddle  Reimbursement – Materials        6.98 

 

A A Clasper  Mileage claim          5.18 

 

Merlin Lighting Installation of Christmas lighting   534.00 

(Installations) Ltd. 
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GreenCity   Computer anti-virus protection – January        12.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

GreenCity    Computer backup online - January       36.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

GreenCity  Computer support contract –  January               60.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

GreenCity  Broadband –  January                   64.76 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

 

Murco   Fuel (paid by direct debit)      77.22 

 

Caloo Ltd.  Play equipment repairs            1,209.89 

 

Xerox (UK) Ltd. Photocopying charges       74.75    

 

Cambridgeshire  Membership subscription      54.00 

ACRE 

 

Society of Local Membership subscription for the Clerk  157.00 

Council Clerks 

 

 K Fergusons Ltd. Grasscutting      727.20 

 

 Vodaphone  Mobile phone charge       13.58 

    (Timebanking) 

 

 

175/16 BUDGETARY CONTROL 

 

The Council received the budgetary control statement for November 2016, together with 

the list of Parish Centre bookings for that month, copies of which had been circulated to 

all Members.   

 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

 

Chairman.      
 


